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March 25, 2021

Dear ARIS Parent(s) / Guardian(s):

As we quickly approach our spring break (March 29 - April 5) it is important that we provide you with the
essential information you and your child will need for Tuesday, April 6, our first day back, and the day that we
combine cohorts for the first time this year. In addition, April 6 will also mark the day we are welcoming back
nearly 150 students who have been all virtual to this point. In total, we are expecting nearly 650 students on
April 6.

Below is a link for a video message that will speak to much of the essential information that is also outlined in
the sections below. I would encourage you to view the 17 minute video in its entirety and then read through the
written components (below) to help piece everything together. Although our main office is closed during spring
break, if there are any pressing questions that you have, please try to reach out tomorrow (Friday, March 26).

Sincerely,
Christopher Carey, Principal

CLICK: Video Message from Mr. Carey for April 6

Covid Daily Screening Form:
Parents/guardians will need to complete an online form each day their child comes to school. The form will need to be
completed each morning prior to their child’s arrival. The form does not need to be completed when students are learning
from home. Please click HERE for instructions.

District Calendar:
Until further notice, Wednesdays will remain as “all virtual” days. HOWEVER, please note that Wednesday, April 7 will
be an “in person” day of learning for those who have chosen in person instruction.

Daily Attendance:
Students who are coming to school do not need to submit their attendance in the morning as they do on Virtual
Wednesdays. Homeroom teachers will mark students present. Parents/guardians, should, however, continue to mark their
child absent on the parent portal, when applicable.

https://youtu.be/9FD4SwlM6Io
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8PH43oVS0TEiM4aKXBTM7_fwwfwH1HZ/view?usp=sharing


Chromebook / Earbuds:
Students should bring their chromebook to school each day. It will be essential that chromebooks are charged each
evening, and prior to coming to school. Students should also plan to bring a set of earbuds with them.

Learning PODs:
Due to the need for continued social distancing of 6 ft., we are only able to safely accommodate a certain number of
students in classrooms. Once a classroom reaches its capacity, students will be randomly (and equitably) identified to
report to the library (Learning POD) during certain periods throughout the day / week. Once in the learning POD, students
will connect remotely with their teacher as if they were learning from home. While it remains our commitment to
maximize each seat in our classrooms, there remains a potential that students may need to be sent to the learning POD. To
that end, teachers are fully aware of the importance of maintaining a fair, equitable, and ever-changing format regarding
which students will be sent to the learning POD.

For students who are in a co-teaching classroom, there is also the potential that their class may need to be divided up due
to numbers that exceed a classroom’s capacity. In these instances, portions of students will be assigned to one teacher and
another portion to the other teacher. One group will remain in their usual classroom, while the other group will go to
another classroom.

Student I.D. Cards:
On Tuesday, April 6, students will be provided their I.D. card. These cards should be stored in their backpack, and will be
essential if they are sent to the learning POD. In these instances, students will use their I.D. card to swipe in and out of the
library. As noted above, students will be supervised by teachers in the learning POD and will be situated 6ft. apart from
other students.

Snack / Water Bottles:
Students attending school should plan to bring a healthy snack each day. Students should also bring either a disposable
water bottle or refillable bottle filled with water.

Students should plan to finish their snack in approximately 8 minutes. Students should not talk during this time since their
masks will be down.

As the weather continues to improve, snack time will be held outside more frequently. Students are encouraged (not
required) to pack a small towel or cushion that they can use to sit on while outside.

LUNCH - Unless students / families have opted out of the lunch program, all students will have the
opportunity to pick up their take-home meals at the end of the day. The take home meal will include lunch
for when students arrive home that afternoon, as well as breakfast for the following day at home.

Masks / Personal Protective Equipment:
All students, staff, and visitors are required to wear face coverings at all times in the building and when on school buses
unless otherwise directed by a staff member. Individuals will observe social distancing of 6 ft or more whenever possible.
Students are not to congregate in hallways during passing time, but should move directly to classrooms. Students are
encouraged to bring an extra face covering to school. Recommended masks include 3-ply cotton knit or surgical masks.
Vented masks, gaiters, bandanas, and scarfs are not acceptable and are prohibited. Face coversings must be appropriate for
school environments and comply with all applicable dress code regulations as well.



In-Person Learning Expectations:
As set forth by the district, students who have chosen “in person” learning will need to attend school to participate in
class. Students will no longer have the option to connect remotely if they are home for an illness. The only exception to
this guideline is if a student is required to quarantine as directed by our school nurse. In this instance, a student who is
required to quarantine, will be able to learn remotely.

Arrival Procedures:

Students are not allowed to walk to ARIS without a parent/guardian. Students should plan to arrive at their assigned bus
stop approximately 15 minutes prior to their scheduled pickup time. Students who are dropped off at school should plan to
arrive between 8:55 a.m. and 9:10 a.m. All students will begin to unload buses and enter the school at 9:05 a.m.

When arriving, please drive slowly and cautiously when driving in the parking lot or driveway. The safety and well-being
of our students and staff is our #1 priority.

In order to ensure a safe flow of traffic, a number of signs are posted to assist you when driving in the front parking area
of the school. Please note the following regarding student- drop, parking, and proceeding through this area:

1. Pulling up to the front of the school for student drop-off when buses are present is prohibited. Please follow the
green arrows when arriving.

2. All traffic within the inner circle of the parking lot must move in a counterclockwise direction.

3. Only ONE LANE OF TRAFFIC is permitted along the curb (YELLOW AREA) of the inner circle for student
drop-off in the morning. Please pull up to the curb, allow your child to exit your vehicle onto the sidewalk, and
proceed through the crosswalk. DO NOT ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO CROSS IN FRONT OF ANY OTHER
VEHICLES OR WALK THROUGH THE PARKING LOT UNATTENDED. Please wait patiently in this line of
traffic and DO NOT PASS other vehicles. Unload 4-5 cars at a time please!



Departure Procedures:
We encourage you to have your child take the bus home each day. Doing so, will likely have them arrive home quicker
than if you pick them up. The procedure below departs drastically from what we have been following since the start of
the school year. The primary reason for this change/update is we do not have enough space to accommodate the number of
cars anticipated for afternoon pick-up.

NEW PROCEDURES (STARTING APRIL 6)

1. Student Pick-Up will take place AFTER buses have departed the school. Vehicles will not be allowed to enter
school grounds until buses have departed. As a result, parents/guardians should plan to arrive to ARIS
between 1:45 p.m. and 1:50 p.m. This is an approximate time, as arrival will all depend on when buses depart.

2. Pull in and drive according to the map (below).  Staff will direct you.

3. Turn your vehicle off and remain in the vehicle. Your child will come to you.

4. Vehicles will need to remain in line and will depart in a long line.

5. The entire process could take up to 25 minutes.

Previous Correspondence:
Click HERE to access all correspondence and resources provided over the last few weeks. Please be sure to also review

the “Addendum the Student-Parent Handbook 2020-21.”

https://ars.htps.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=791655&pageId=791670

